
Corpus tools for vocabulary 
3rd Annual Conference of Teachers  

of English as a Foreign Language 

 

Prof. Dr. José Lopes Moreira Filho 

jlopes@usp.br 



Focus on 

Vocabulary development 

Reading strategies 

 

Word/vocabulary activities 

Reading activities 

Task based activities 

 

Computer tools 

 

 

 



Warm up – Find your partner 

Instructions: 

 

 You will receive part of a word in a paper; 

 While the song plays, you have to find a 

partner with the other part of the word; 

 As soon as you find your partner, go to the 

front of the class with him or her; 

 

 



Material development 

 We do: 

◦ Evaluation 

◦ Adaptation 

◦ Development 

 

 When: 

◦ materials are not available 

 for a specific topic 

 for a specific purpose 

 for specific learners 

◦ is not possible to buy materials 

 

 

 



WORD KNOWLEDGE 



Question 

What do learners need to know to “know 

a word”? 

 

 

 

 

 

Time: 2 minutes  

Answers: only keywords 

Keywords 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Word knowledge 

 It takes 24h to forget 80% of what was 

taught  

◦ (Thornbury 2002) 

 Students need to 

◦ review 

◦ revise 

◦ recycle 

 new words 

 



Repetition 

Teachers maximize vocabulary development 

by repeating the exposure of new words at 

least 12 times over one or two weeks in 

different contexts. 

 

“It is important to understand the criticality of 

repetition.” 



Eight aspects of word knowledge 

1. Phonological form 

2. Orthographic form 

3. Conceptual meaning 

4. POS – part of speech 

5. Register or appropriateness (formal/informal) 

6. Lexical field (semantic network) 

7. Collocations  

8. Frequency of usage 

 

(Nation 1990) 



1. Phonological form 

How to say it. 

bitch [ɪ] | beach [i] 
 

This city has a  lovely ______ . 

 

beach_bitch.mp4 

beach_bitch.mp4


2. Orthographic form 

How to spell it. 

 

Unscramble the letters and write the answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tip: it’s the name of an animal. 

 

H N A L O M E E C 





3. Conceptual meaning 

 Its definition. 

 

I think that he was chameleon trying to fit with an audience in 

San Francisco. 

WORD SENSES 

Metaphor:  an actor is a chameleon 

chameleon 



Miracle (Bon Jovi) 

Gonna take a miracle to save us this time 

When your savior has just left town 

Gonna need a miracle 'cause it's all on the line 

And I won't let you down 

(No I won't let you down) 

The river of your hope is flooding 

And I know the dam is busted 

If you need me I'll come running 

I won't let you down... no, no 

 



Match the words to the pictures: 

RIVER – HOPE – FLOODING - DAM 



METAPHOR 

“The river of your hope is flooding.” 

 
RIVER HOPE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WRITE RELATED LEXICAL WORDS IN EACH COLUMN. 

Metaphor: hope is a river. 



4. Part of speech 

A word’s part of speech – noun, verb, 

adjective, etc., derivative forms, and 

grammatical patterns. 

take a walk 

take a break 

take a bath 

take a look  

Coligation (pattern) 

VERB+DET+NOUN 

take  + a + noun 



Add (or not) something before or after the 

words. Then, complete the sentences. 

 ___ afraid (adjective) ___ 

                                            ___ cook ___ (adjective) 

___cook ___ (verb) 

___ cook ___ (noun) 

___ courage ___ (noun) 

     ___ courage ___ (adjective) 

 

1. He was such a ____ man. 

2. That takes a lot of ____. It's monumental. 

3. " Why don't you give me a hand with the ____? " I 
asked Jitty.  

4. Thanks for _____ dinner on the nights I work late.  

5. If the onions need a bit more ____ time, continue 
cooking until they are tender. 

6. He looked so calm, so ____ She couldn't understand 
it. 



wanna 

5. Register or Appropriateness 

Whether the word is used in formal or 
informal communication. 

 

 

Scientists ____ predict earthquakes so they can 
minimize any damage or lives lost. 

 

The phone rings in the middle of the night 

My father yells what you're gonna do with your life 

Oh daddy dear you know you're still number one 

But girls they _____ have fun 

 

want to 



6. Lexical field 

Words often found together. 

 

List the words related to:  

◦ education 

 

◦ vacation 



6. Lexical field 

Words often found together. 

 

For example:  

◦ education 

 teacher, students, school, research, children, college, 
university, classes… 

 

◦ vacation 

 summer, family, time, home/house, trip, destination, 
place, kids, island, season…  



7. Collocations 

Words that are commonly used with the given 
(key)word to form an expression. 

   

   Example:  

(key)word: make 
◦ make a difference 

◦ make a decision 

◦ make a living 

◦ make a mistake 

◦ make a deal 

◦ make a wish 

You need to _____a choice  

on who you want to be with. 

Mr. President. We elected you to 

____ a job. We didn't elect you 

because you were black. 

do make 



8. Frequency of usage 

How often the word appears in everyday 
communication. 

Examples: 

 ‘the’, ‘a’,  and ‘of’ have high frequency of 
usage;  

◦ grammatical words have high frequency of 
usage; 

 10 most common verbs in English: be; 
have; do; say; get; make; go; know; take; 
see. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8. Frequency of usage 

What are the most frequent prepositions 

for the word ‘experience’? 



8. Frequency of usage 

What are the most frequent prepositions 

for the word ‘experience’? 

 This study reports evidence about the experience of a specific group. 

Nobody has experience in doing this.  

We had very little experience with mobile app development. 



Receptive and productive knowledge 

 

 Knowing a word for listening and reading 
purposes 

◦ receptive word knowledge 

 ability to recognize and recall 

 

 Knowing a word for speaking and writing 
purposes 

◦ productive word knowledge 

 ability to produce 

 

 



Recognize, recall and produce 

 Recognize  

◦ to identify as something or someone previously seen, 

known, etc; 

 Recall 

◦ to bring back from memory; recollect; remember; 

 Produce  

◦ to  bring into existence by intellectual or creative      

ability; 

 RECEPTIVE PRODUCTIVE 

Recognize Produce 

Recall 



Vocabulary games 

By research, word games have positive 

effect on vocabulary development. 



Vocabulary games 

 During vocabulary games, learners: 

◦ review 

◦ reuse 

◦ recycle  

 words 

 using receptive and productive knowledge 

 



Attention 

 Not all games, or activities, are created 

equal 

◦ some require learners to draw on more word 

knowledge than others  

 To help teachers analyze the types of 

word knowledge, there’s a specific tool: 

◦ Word Knowledge Matrix 

 Created by Nation (1990)  

 



Word Knowledge Matrix 

Teachers fill in the matrix with: 

◦ X = definitely doing 

◦ P  = possibly doing 

◦ S = silent production 

 as opposed to spoken production  



CORPUS AND GENRE 



Corpus 

 Job advertisements (Internet) 

◦ Texts: 130; 

◦ Word tokens: 33,732; 

◦ Types: 4,745. 

 

 Text analysis for  

◦ study points; 

◦ considering  general comprehension; 

◦ an idea of possible exercises for scanning. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Genre schematic structure - moves 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Analysis for identifying genre moves: 



Word lists (frequency & keywords) 

Made with Kitconc. 

Frequency list 

Keywords 

Word lists from corpora 

can be very usefull for 

syllabus design. 



Word cloud 

https://www.jasondavies.com/wordcloud/ 



Plot information of keywords 
seeking 

salary/benifts 

experience 

skills 

resume 

B E 

text 

word 

B = beginning 

E = ending 

Made with Kitconc. 



Concordances (KWIC) 
seeking 

skills 

resume 

Made with Kitconc. 



Specific information for scanning 
Keyword(s) Information/questions 

seeking; looking. What is job title (offered position)?; 

 What is the employer name? 

experience; 

candidate; ability; 

skills. 

What are the position requirements? 

send; fax; email; 

resume; apply. 

How to apply for the position? 

What is the e-mail address to send 

resume? 

What is the telephone number for 

contact? 

salary; benefits. What are the benefits offered for 

candidates? 



B.  KNOWLEDGE OF 
EXERCISE TYPOLOGY 



Strategies for facilitating reading 

Exercise type: scanning questions 

 

◦ Scanning is a reading technique for speeding 
up reading 

 you look for a specific fact  or piece of information  

 reading the whole text (word by word) is not 
necessary 

 it is useful for general comprehension 

 
Important: extracting specific information from text is a 
real world task. 

 

 

 

 



Task Based Learning 

 Create 

◦ enabling tasks  

◦ final task 



 

You shall know a word by the 

company it keeps  
 

 

(Firth, J. R. 1957:11) 



Study the following concordance lines to do the exercises. First, you need to get used to 

understanding or guessing what a line is about. You don't have to understand exactly what 

the topic is (sometimes it is impossible);  you just need a rough idea. 

Time: 5 minutes 



Exercise 

 For each concordance line: 

◦ identify the first word that follows ‘take a’. 

◦ what kind of word is it? (*POS)  

◦ suggest a translation for the bundle: ‘take + a + <word>’.  

 

 

 

 
*POS (part of speech ): noun, verb, adjective, adverb, pronoun, preposition, 

conjunction, interjection, numeral, article or determiner. 

LINE # TAKE +A+ POS TRANSLATION 

1 look noun dar uma olhada 

2 ... ... ... 

Model: 



 

LINE # TAKE +A+ POS TRANSLATION G 

1 A 

2 A 

3 A 

4 A 

5 A 

6 B 

7 B 

8 B 

9 B 

10 B 

11 C 

12 C 

13 C 

14 C 

15 C 

Take + a + <word> 



Take + a + <word> 

LINE # TAKE +A+ POS TRANSLATION G 

16 D 

17 D 

18 D 

19 D 

20 D 

21 E 

22 E 

23 E 

24 E 

25 E 



Complete the gaps with the items below: 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

h. 

i. 

j. 



Verbos deslexicalizados 

 verbos de alta frequência são geralmente 

considerados deslexicalizados 

 

◦ verbos usados com substantivos 

 o sentido recai no substantivo 

 

 possuem sentido independente muito 

vago e, por isso, necessitam de 

complementação 

 

 



Colocação: take + a + noun 



Atividade 6 

 Analise as concordâncias de:   
◦ ‘take on’ 

◦ ‘take me on’ 

 

 Responda as perguntas para cada item lexical listado 
anteriormente: 

 

◦ Quais são os principal sentidos identificados na análise das 
concordâncias? 

 

◦ Quais padrões de uso podemos identificar? 
 colocação 

 coligação 

 prosódia semântica (positiva; negativa; neutra) 

 
 

 



Take on 



Take me on 



Atividade 7 

 Elabore uma sugestão de tradução para o 

refrão da música ‘Take on me’: 

 

7  Take on me 

8  Take me on 

9  I'll be gone 

10  In a day or two 

 

 



Take on me 

 1  We're talking away 

2  I don't know what I'm to say 

3  I'll say it anyway 

4  Today's another day to find you 

5  Shying away 

6  I'll be coming for your love, OK? 

7  Take on me 

8  Take me on 

9  I'll be gone 

10  In a day or two 

11 So needless to say 

12 I'm odds and ends 

13 But I'll be stumbling anyway 

14 Slowly learning that life is OK 

15 Say after me 

16 It's no better to be safe than sorry 

  

17 Take on me 

18 Take me on 

19 I'll be gone 

20 In a day or two 

21 Oh the things that you say 

22 Is it life or just to play my worries away 

23 You're all the things I've got to remember 

24 You're shying away 

25 I'll be coming for you anyway 

26 Take on me 

27 Take me on 

28 I'll be gone 

29 In a day or two 



Tradução sugerida por usuários 

  Take on me   Take me on 

https://www.vagalume.com.br/a-ha/take-on-me-traducao.html 
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Sites 

Corpus of Contemporary American English 

http://corpus.byu.edu/coca/ 

Antconc 
https://www.laurenceanthony.net/software/antconc/ 

Kitconc (Desktop) 

https://github.com/ilexistools/Kitconc-desktop.git 

Kitconc Python (New version) 

https://pypi.org/project/kitconc/ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkCX3WbRQMJ7CjnY8ECjGHw 

(Graphical interface coming soon.) 
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